[Risk of infection due to contamination of medicines].
After minor surgery in a hospital, 7 patients suffered serious infectious complications. Microbiological analysis revealed an infection caused by contamination of the intravenous anaesthetic propofol. Several studies have shown that the administration of intravenous medication is a risky process that is prone to errors; these errors can result in harm to the patient. Within the Dutch project 'Safe medical care', the intravenous administration of medication has been chosen as one of the ten most important areas in which to patient safety can be improved. To enhance patient safety it is important to identify the separate steps that are the most prone to error, based on a good risk analysis. A systematic and coordinated approach is crucial for success in this process.